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PREFACE

THE -present Work forms one of a series of « Reading
Lessons,” of which the Hebrew, Arabic, and Aramaic

have already appeared.

The plan of these works is simple, but, it is
hoped, complete. They consist of the elemonts of
the Grammar with copious extracts from the lan-
guage.! The extracts are grammatically analysed
word by word, and an exact translation into English
is added,

To the present Work, the prefixed Syriac Grammar
is more than usually extensive, on account of the

scarcity of introductory grammars to tho Syriac

language.



ELEMENTS OF SYRIAC GRAMMAR.

1. THE ALPHABET.

SYRIAO. POWERS. _—

1 Separate. | 2 Joined. R | e English. |VALUE.
— o ——
] llo | Alaph N | I
OO Ann | Beth t 9 b, bh (v, 9
W\ [y Gamal y | & 8h 3
» ».o | Dalath - | 4, dh 4

ol ool | He N h 5

o ocan | Vau Yy |vorw 6

1 12 | Zain }- 5 7

w N ase | Heth M h 8
£ 4 HbL | Teth @ b 9
a  a aaa | Yud ' |yinyet| 10
» 2 Kiph T 3 k, kh | 20
b S @ Lamad 5 1| 30
o 0 | 3% | Mim Q=B m 40
{ 3 vI-I Nun i h| n 50
QO 00 | NN | Semkath D 8 60
$ s |\ CCR S o) Y : 70
2 2 | aaa | Ppe 5 D | pph| 80
$ | 352 |Tsade [V ¥ | ts | 90

O o Q0 | Kuph P k 100
> % | Rish 5 r 200

N | &89 | Shin 4 sh 300
VA Lo : Thau N | ¢ th | 400




it ALPHABET,

The Table, as given here, exhibits a striking similarity
between the Syriac and Hebrew alphabets, with respect to
order of succession and names and powers of the letters.
The Syriac, however, differs first in the greater number of final
letters, and secondly in the connecting of the letters belonging
to one word. The learner has therefore to observe that—

1. Nine of the final letters differ from the ordinary ones
only in a slight additional stroke, or hook, at the end; but
the remaining five assume a different form.

2. Each letter may (whenever the position will allow it) be
joined either to the preceding letter only, or to both the pre-
ceding and following. We thus obtain two classes of letters,
distinguished likewise by another peculiarity, that those of
the former have no finals ; those of the latter have.

The column, No. 2, of the alphabet exhibits cvery possible
position and manner of connecting of cach letter. Those of
the first class need be repeated but twice, those of the second,
with their finals, three times.

3. One letter is joined to another by a small horizontal
line drawn from its extremity, with the exception of four, viz.,
2, 4, 3, and Z, which assume another form when joined to a
preceding letter.

Note.—It is advisable that the learner copy thc alphabet a few
times, especially the column, No. 2. In doing so, or in writing
any Syriac word, he has to form merely the tops of as many
letters as are joined on both sides, and then to connect them by
a horizontal line drawn from the last to the first. Thus, in
forming the Beths in succession, let him write the three tops
first, ~~~, and then the line underneath from left to right,
e, and he will obtain one initial, one medial. and one
final Beth.

The tollowing compound letters are frequently used: &\,



VOWELS. il
u, A\ (final), and %, which stand for S', ]k, k&, and ] “;

the last when a word terminates with imad final, and the
next begins with Alaph.

2. VOWELS,

There are two ways of indicating the vowels. One is
the Nestorian. This consists of points placed in various
positions, and has developed out of the practice of using a
single point above or below a letter. The other system is
the Jacobite, invented by Jacob of Kdessa (1708). This
consists of the Greek vowels in a reversed direction. Its
invention has also been ascribed to Theophilus of Edessa
(+785-786), but with less probability.

Both systems are now sometimes used indiscriminately.
We have so used them in some of our pages, as a practice
for the learner.

Greck. Syriac.

o Pothaha o a read ah
K Revitsi @O or <&@ € ,, ay
9D Hevatsa 0 i, ce
- Ziekafa o) a . dah

Qo or an ‘Etsitsi  Q@ooraa 0 or

Nore.—In giving the pronunciation ot Syriac words in English
characters, we have represented Zekafd by a throughout (cp.
Maran-atha in 1 Cor. 18, 22).

The position of the Greek vowels as given above is the
usual one, but they are by no means confined to it.
The vowel * Etsatsa is always accompanied with O, oxcept



v DIPHTHONGS—CONSONANTS.
in two words, N2 Fud, MLD m'(ul This is also the case

with Zekifa i I foreign words and proper names, as £0Q3052

Gprwog, .m; 0) O'I Herod.

3. DIPHTHONGS.

y v [
They are © — au, Qa — ¢cu, « — al, > — a1, Qa — 1,
- - =
00 — ou.
It is, however, by no mecans certain how these diphthonge

were sounded.

4. CONSONANTS.

1. As in Hebrew, the consonant is always sounded before
the vowel. The exception is with | and A (also Yud in a
certain position), where their respective vowels merely are
audible ; the first on account of its feebleness, the last because
of its pronunciation being doubtful.

Note.—In the pronunciation of Syriac words in Engliaﬁ characters,
we insert 3, but omit |, which is represented by its vowel.

Y [

2. " between two vowels is pronounced like Yud, as 5019
ka-yem.

3. u at the beginning of a word is sounded s, not ys, a8

,&a i-led.

.
L o

4. | and u as feeble letters at the beginning of a word,
when analogy would require them to L. without a vowel, are
sounded, Alaph with ” or », Yud with =. *E before He fol-
lows the same analogy in ;&I_g for )61_.*. For the same cause



CONSONANTS—LINES. v

they do not retain their vowel when a vowelless consonant
precedes, but their vowel is remitted to that consonant : c. g.

;EOT for ;io'l he said ; with conj. O, ;'SD]O for ‘,EO]O ] ]351.'5
\4 » »
for fk;].ﬁ in the earth.

5. ] O, and u lose their power as consonants, or become
quiescent, Alaph after 7, » 2, *; Yud after * and *; Vau
after *.

6. © and u at the end of a word, when the preceding letter

has no vowel, are ofiose, i. e. are not pronounced ; as OLTQ.D
..S@o, Ktal.

7. The letters Bgadi’phath are, as in llebrew, pro-
nounced either with or without an aspiration. This is
indicated by a point above the letter, Kushshaya, to take
away the aspiration, or by one under the letter, Rukkalha,
to preserve it. The rules are not quite so simple as those
for Dagesh in Hebrew, but at this introductory stage it
will suffice if the student applies the same rules (sco later
Noldeke, Syriac Grammar).

8. As in Hebrew, two vowelless consonants cannot be
sounded; or, in other words, there is no syllable which
begins with more than fwo consonants, and few end with
more than one consonant (except the form of the 2nd pers
pret.). Such two letters are sounded as a syllable by the
introduction of a new vowel, usually 7, after the first; e. g.,

,.LSD king, with pref. &, 7.5509' for ,-LSDQ n a king.

5. LINES.
1. A line is often found above or beneath a letter, to in-
dicate that it is not to be pronounced; s Z;Q hath. T'his

line is called linea occultans. 1t is frequently found with | at
)



vi RIBUI—-TONE—INTERPUNCTION.

the beginning of a word: with a vowelless 3 before L; with
Ol in the pronominal forms, and in the subst. verb (]60‘!)
when it is the logical copula, or it assists in forming certain

tenses ; with 3 closing a syllable; and with the first of two

: 4

geminate letters, as aQ3QN nations (cp. p. Xvil. line 3).
2. Above a letter this line is placed in abbreviated words,

and when letters are used to indicate numbers; e.g. O for

r-.n:.é) holy, 15 1.

6. RIBUI.

This is the name of two points (**) placed above a word to
denote the plural number.

‘When placed over Rish it coalesces with the point of this
letter, thus 3; over Lamad it is placed obliquely, thus A

7. THE TONE.

The tone generally rests on the penultimate, except in
words of two syllables, when the first ends in a-vowel and

y
the second in a consonant; e. g. 0| emdr.
o

8. READING,

The student should now turn to the first of the Reading
lessons, and practise reading (with the help of the trans-
literations given in the analysis). ITe should write down
the words again and again, until he can read and write
the Syriac with ease. Ile may then proceed to study
the Noun.



NOUNS.*

9. GENDER OF NOUNS.
Masculine nouns generally end with the third radical letter,

o

but they are found also with the following augments, \ , o2,

rarely e
Feminine nouns terminate in ] o , «a , and 4

10. NUMBER OF NOUNS.

1. The masculine nouns make the plural by adding a, to
the singular, except those ending in ] or «a”, which throw

away these terminations and add . instead; c. g. oo

book, u\dwcoverer, pl. c.aA:: Q.A\\

2. The feminines change thpu- terminations

] into \ e. g. nOAQ virgin, pl. éo&o

0 el \O Q:)l vic tory, ., \QQI
- = C‘ D) usury, ,, (.aD)

x

Exceptions are when masculine nouns take the pl. fem. termi-
nation, and, vice versa, when feminincq take the pl. masec.
termination ; e. g. ].EDT physician, pl ] ]LO] cubit, pl.
e&o]’ Others are formed 1rreguhr1y, . g ,Q son, pl.

x

: 11. STATES OF NOUNS

There are thrce states of the Syriac noun, the absolute,
constructive, and emphatic. 'The last is equivalent to the
article 7 before the Hcbrew noun.

* This comprises both nouns substantive and nouns adjective, ns their
inflexions arc the same



viil NOUNS.
1. Masculine nouns have, in the singular, the absolute and
constructive states the same. The emphatic is indicated by
4 -
the ending ] , execept nouns of ] in the absol. state, which
(] 4 4 3
change this termination into L; c. g. oA, u\, emph.
0o, og ° ""\
1oho, Lk\\

‘The emph. and constr. plural are formed from the abs. by

changing
- into ],] bb
. J in the emph., as 2 e
w. o K RSy
. Fo X
£ W "; ] in the constr., as | “%L}?,
e, sy -.l.-lj 1 ‘LA\

2. The form which the noun assumes, when these termi-
nations are added, depends on the character of its vowels and
their position. Unchangeable are (a)°, © , w , and the diph-

[ (] ¥ E 4

thongs, as DD, maD evil, olol ihabitant; (b) ” and *
in a closed or impcrfect sylhhle, in the ultimate or anti-
penultimate, ,.SD and AL in ..w:.),so altar MDA.':D slain ;
(¢) when the letter from lhc analogy of thc Hebrew should
have Dagesh forte, as 505 people, .Q.I.\tlng" (Heb. 333).
The noun with no other vowel than these will retain its
flllrm,

But 7 or ™ in the last syllable cither falls away or is remitted

- y ’ . » P -
to the preceding letter, as Sal\y perpetuity, YO0 witness,
4 4 P L 4
cmph. 1&0&& hmm; \] species, emph. ]_'I‘l, pl. 11, constr.

¥ er v y
3] (emph. ].l.ﬂ iIrT.) ; ¥R2® Mmorning, emph T,&.. In some
nouns these vowels are interchanged, ,am book, emph. ],am

,.'_‘LS servant, emph. ],Q&



NOUNS. ix

3. Of feminine nouns, those ending in the singular abs. in
r change it in the constr. into 1 ; those in © " orw take
an additional Z. '

In the emph. state ], of the abs. is changed into ]2, ].;
into TA-I .; those in © “orw . take ]2

In the plural, \Of the abs. is changed in the constr. state
into Z, and in the emph. into ]2, e. g. ]jaA.Q constr.
AS&AQ emph. ]’A&E)AD, pl. ‘SE)AQ, constr. ANOAD,
emph. ]KA&AQ, a:)f, w3, constr. l&::i' emph. ]A&é;
]Z.....BS (from ].i....Bs (sz:se), pl. ‘6-3],, constr. A.:Di,
empﬁ. st. ]209..2]9, 'I’M..oés i

4. In order to facilitate the pronunciation when, in conse-
quence of these accessions, the letters become crowded, one
of the * and * is often adopted to form a new syllable; e. g.
u&osrwidow, emph. TA&S'D;'?; ]]fw{ chariot, cmph. T’Ak\é

In other forms the vowel is shifted to the next following

letter, as ]E_Q;o companion, u:.x_\ heifer, cmph. ]‘2;3'.“,

g

NOTE.
INTERCIIANGE OF CONSONANTS.

The student who is acquainted with TTebrew will find it helpful at
this stage to remember some of the laws for the interchange of con-
sonants. For instance: Heb, Tsiide = Syr. B (ratsa = r'a); lleb.
Tsade = Syr. Teth (ts®bhi = fadbyd) ; Heb. Zayin = Syr. Dilath
(zabak = d’bah) ; Heb. Shin = Syr. Thau (shabhar = tebhar).



THE PRONOUNS.
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PRONOUNS. X1

2. DEMONSTRATIVE PPRONOUNS.

s Y P

sl hao |

» o [ this, masc. >, [ this, fem,

o1 | ho |

ao o
\Q.'IO'I these, masc. C.Lcn

e = > these, com.

- 4 v L]
v'-'f" J these, fem. (.néa‘ )

v
NoTe.—Qao is compounded of ocn Lu:n this i3, m.; but for thu

is, fem. won i,m(mzdaq is used.

3. RELATivE PRroNOUN

14
Is the pref. 3, before a vowelless letter 3, who, whick, of both
A b4
genders and numbers ; e. g. \\.&Dg who slew, ,L..g who begat.

4, INTERROGATIVE I’RONOUNS.

¥ .~ 7
1. &0, Q10 who ? of the person, of both genders and
numbers.

2. &0, [0 (@0 what? of the thing.

3. "j.nrm. ":..a‘,fem. who, which, what? of the person and
thing, in the s.ing. numb. ; the pl. numb. is an]' who,
whiok, what ? "

h. Possessive PRONOUN,

A Possessive Pronoun has heen formed by combining ? ( a?)
with \ :md t,he aufﬂxeq So ...L.a) (mine), ?‘L" g
, 1 (@222, iy, (001), ao1ha).



x11

13. NOUNS WITH SUFFIXES.

We subjoin two paradigms, of a noun masculine and a
noun feminine with suffixes, preceded by their various states.

MASCULINE. PEMININE.
Sing. Plur. Sing. Plur.
Abs. ,.ém (.._'Aso oA 04D
Constr. — GOAE MNoha Ao
Emph. 12\0 hkso [FANY R AT
Wirn SUFFIXES.
Lcom. s. w2\ wal\o| WSoAo LAXoAn
2masc. A0  waa\0|  JANGAD  LASoAo
2 fem.  a22\0 w2.a\0| wol\oAn woAlolo
3 masc. 1\ woraa\G ab\3ha  owSSis
stom.  OBND ona\b| od\dle okSSsa
leom pl. Mo QA\G| MNAs  BSSAo
2 mase. (22200 @22\ | (G0X0An (@20S0AD
2 fom.  a22\0212\0 | w2lN0AD aodioAn
3 mase. S1aMD SoLAND | Sortlha Goéhs
3 fem. ec:ak&év.cfuékﬁ: QJTASSI.\Q N TASTE




VERBS. X11)

MASCULINE WITH SUFFIXES.

1. The suffixes are added to the masc. noun in the emph,
state, displacing the termination T

2. Nouns which terminate in the ¢mph. sing. in ].: (see
sect. 11, 1) have their Yud quiescent before a (1 com.) and
those suffixes which form an independent syllable; thus
u&.a\\, with suff. &A’&my 5 \a.:l.nkp\etc.

3. Nouns having 1(‘;hangeable 7 oor * ‘in the last syllable
retain the vowel before the suff. a, as SOSi gmé. \E thus

.A.SDSL’, ete.

FEMININE WITH SUFFIXES.

1. The suffixes are added to the fem. noun in the constr.
state,
, . . -
2. TZ,.Q retains ” in its place, except before the suff. a,
¥
thus wl3D my daughter.

14. VERBS.

The Syriac verb possesses most of the characteristics of the
Hebrew verb. The roots are chiefly triliteral ; therc is one
simple conjugation corresponding to Kal, and the rest are
derived conjugations; there are but two tenses, Perfect
and Imperfect, in which the third pers. sing. m. is the
leading form. They are:



REGULAR VERB.

Xiv
Active,
1. Peal W
2. Pael \\A.é)

s B Aphel

ol

1. Shaphel \)am

The simplest form of these is Peal, answering to the Heb.

Passive.

Ethpeel M.DZ]
Ithpaal WZ]
Ethtaphal MDZZ]

Eshtaphal Wvl\..]

Kal: the rest are derived conjugations.  Ethpeel is the

passive of Peal.

Pael is equivalent to Piel of the Hebrew ;

Aphel and Shaphel to Iliphil, each having an appropriate

passive.

3 m. sing.
3 fem.

2 masc.

2 fem.

1 com.

3 m. pl.

3 fem.

2 masc.

2 fem.,

1 com.

15. REGULAR VERB.

1. Cony.

Perfect.

Who

Npo 27

Ris 2

Mo 2

PEAL.
Imperfect.




REGULAR VERB. XV

Imperative, i Infinitive,

2 masc. “a&o MDLD

2 fem. AQ&Q a Participle.
2 m. pl. Oka&.o o W Aet.

2 fem. é&&o - Niho Pass.

»

b 4

This paradigm shows that the 3 pers. sing. m. W, 0
the root, is the leading form of the Perfect, W&\ of tho

Imperfect. The characteristic vowel of each is retained
throughout the inflexion, cxcept before those afformatives
which have a union vowel. The effect of this vowel is this,
that taking the 3rd radical to itself, the 2nd loses its vowel :
so that, in the Perf. the 1st and 2nd require an addition:!
vowel, *, by which they are formed into one syllable (comp.
sect. 4, 8). The imperative differs in this respect.

The preformative letters of the Imperf. have properly no
vowel of their own; but on account of their position, before
another vowelless letter, they take * (sce above), and the
syllable thus obtained remains unchangeable.

2. DERIVED CONJUGATIONS.

It is to be remarked in general, that (1) the afformatives
and preformatives, in these conjugations, are the same as
those of Peal. (2) The last vowel only of the leading form
may be affected by the accession of the afformatives. (3) The
3 pers. sing. m. is the ground form throughout each conju-
gation.

1. Perfect.—The ground forms, or leading forms, arc
given sect. 14, We can form (see p. xxxvil. f.) the para



xvi REGULAR VERB.

digmis of all the perfects by adding the afformatives as given
above in Peal. In doing so, we have to omit the last vowel
of the leading form wherever the afformative has a union

vowel. In Ethpeecl, where ZTis unchangeable (compare sect.

11, 2 c.), there remains but one vowel in the root, WMo
when this vowel is dropped on account of the accession of

the union vowel, the first radical takes * to form a syllable
with the second. Hence, e. g. 3 fem. m&lrbut 2 masc.

MDZT Pael 3 fem. L\S,Q.é but 2 m. Ak@é (from Mé)

No1e.—From what has been said, it will result that the 3 fem. of
Ethpeel and Ethpaal assume one and the same form.

2. Imperf.—The Imperf. are formed from their respective
ground forms of the Perfect (1) by adding the afformatives
in the manner described above. (2) The preformative letters

require no vowel in Pael and Shaphel, and are prefixed

. I 4 n, ¥
without it, as MQJWZ, excepting 1 com. sing. which is
M.Oi (sect. 4, 4). (3) Before the ground forms beginning
with Alaph, the preformative displaces this letter and adopts

its vowel. Hence Ethpe.\\.&oli fut. “—&DA; : Aph.MD]i
£ v ¥ ¥ ﬂ
fut. \AQI.  (4) In the Ethtaphal, N\AoZZ], the first of the

two Taus is rejected in the five forms which have L for their

¥ 4 ™ ¥ A
preformative ; thus fut. M.QZ[\J but 3 fem. \\.&DZZ (read

tetaktal) instead of szz (tethtaktal).

3. Imperative.—(1) The three active conj. have the 2 masc.
sing. as the leading form, precisely the same as the ground
form, viz. the 3 m. of the Perfect, and the vowel in the last

syllable (,) is retained throughout; thus Pacl M.D, 2 fem,
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b » r
.._\g.o; Aph. e. g. pl. 2 m. Oké.o], Shaph. e. g. pl. 3 fem.

"N 4
c.kg.o-. (2) The passives invariably reject the last vowel
of the ground form, and the second radical is marked with the

linea occultans, to show that it is to be read without the
s 7 gan i
vowel. Hence Ethpaal 2 m. M.DZ], Ethtaph. e. g. 2 fem.

.LLABZZ?, Eshtaph. e.g. pl. 2 n: QLQ.E)Z\.]: i cnké.éi\.f
But—observe:-——Et,hpeel, which on los?ng its vowel becomes
“.Q.Q[',‘ and requires © to take the vowel 7, assumes there-
fore the form of Eithpaal throughout the imperative.

4. The Infinitives are formed (a) by prefixing S0 to their
respective ground forms, in the manner of the preformatives

of Imperf.; (b) by changing the vowel of the second radical
to°; and (¢) by adding the vowel © to the third radical. Hence

Ethpeel AL, Pael a\JAto cte

5. The Participles take, like the lnﬁnitivcs, L0 for their
preformative, attached to the ground form. The active con-
jugations have, besides the active, a passive participle, dis-
tinguishcd by the vowel 7, instead of ,. Hence Ethpecl

rr

MDASO lael\\.@.ﬂ&ﬁ pass. Wheato; Ethpaal \Qolo:
Aph. Mo&o pass. MQSD etc. This distinction ceases to

exist, when any of these are put cither in the cmph. state

masc., the abs. fem., or when some of the suffixes are added.
v

Thus the form MQSQ may be either the emph. m. or the

abs. fem.

y
NoTe in general. (1.)—Instead of the vowel 7 in the root "\.éo
some, especially intransitive verbs, have »; as :c, to ?frf‘p

g. to dwell These take * intheImperf.andimp.; as 7':‘:"'1
imp. pl. a:x:c;



xviii IRREGULAR VERBS.
. Verbs which have for their third radical o, ., \ or ;, take for
the most part 7, throughout the conjugations, instead of ; or .

¥y ¥ e
e. g \\ng he heard, fut. \\n a3, imp. pl. Q:Q;_.; Pael perf.
yv
j.» he sent.

IRREGULAR VERBS.

The number of irregular verbs is about the same as in
Hebrew, since the causes by which they are produced are

nearly the same: viz.

Syr. Heb. Byr. Heb,
12 RD as W
o b s W
" " “”A y p
@ 1 5 " { §|7
" 2 u b
Is Ry L% 1Y

16. VERBS 12. e g. \oi 4e ate.

The anomalies which exist in this class are:

1. Since Alaph cannot stand at the beginning of a word
without a vowel, it takes, in the perf. of Peal, ,; e.g. 2 fem.
ul\&éi pl. 3 m. 055:'\, etc.; but 7 in the ilﬁp. and part. pass.
thus %5::]' eat thou, \\.aD]v ealen.

2. Where another, strong, letter is audible at the end of a
syllable, Alaph becomes quiescent; as Peal fut. “05".1, inf.

Wolw.
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3. Alaph in the middle of a word, preceded by a vowelless

letter, remits its vowel to this letter, and remains quiescent.
Hence Pael “O‘imnkmthelmperf.%l; for'\\.;ij, Ethpaal
%]YASB, fat. %]Z\;, ete.

4. A vowclless Alaph beginning a syllable in the middle of
a word remits its helping vowel required by this position to
the preceding letter, when this happens to be without a
vowel. Thus Ethpe. %5]2? stands for “5111 = %]Zi
fut. “5]5.;, imp. “9]21‘

5. Alaph is droppedinthe Tmperf.1 sing.of Peal and Pael;
thus \Soi, \\E)i for “asﬁ, “5.”

6. In Aphel and Shaphel, and their passives, Alaph is
changed into Vau, which coalcsces with 7 of the preceding pre-
formative, and thus the diphthong au is produced ; thus Aph.
Uo]: fut. \\_'Sa.i, Shaph. %Q.;, fut. MQ_-PJ, pass.
\\:;oil?l‘, Woohs], ete.

Notk to 1.—The Imperf. and imp. having 7 in the final syllable (sec-

tion 15, note) take in the initial, the former =, and the latter :
J -

e. g. fut. '_\::,L,, imp. r:::i say thou.

17. VERBS a@ c. g. a ke begat.

1. The rules given above for lé arc applicable here, with
this difference, that where Alaph takes , for its helping
vowel, Yud takes .. Hence, Peal perf. 2 m. l,_&a, pl. 3 m.
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O,&n imp. ,.k.n (sect. 15, note), part. pass. ..A.S.a Ethpe.
SL20, fut. Sad, imfn 0, UMD : Aph. Nol, fut Nau;
Shaph. ,So.;

9. Yud is changed into Alaph in imperf. and inf. of Peal;

as !S]SD, !S].I, but 1 com. !.S] (comp. sect. 15, §).

3. Pael is, of course, regular.

Nore.—Exceptions : Peal ...:.')a'l.. he gave, imp. @m, fut. . oA
k]
and imp. .n/Z from o)\, ke sal, and the like forms from

v -
\, ~J he knew.

18. VERBS :2) c. g Q21 he went out
Imp. LQ-2, fut. .oc'ia.i. ...oa_ezl, inf. 2240 Aph.

.QQ] fut. ..in.l Ethtaph. ..C:E‘..‘ZZ] etc. These examples
suﬁiclently show the perfect analogy there exists between the
Syr. and the Heb. in this class of verb, excepting Dagesh
forte, which the Syr. has not. Ethpe. Pa. and Ithpa. are
quite regular, and Shaph. and its pass. are not found in this

class.

‘ v v
NoTE.—Sume verbs take 7 in the fut. and imp, 88 .cmJ, Q@

v b4 n
from oy he ascended. “\A,y he gave, makes the fut. AViEY
\ZZ, comp. Heb. 11},

nh

R
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19. VERBS 1. c. g. \® e inguired.

The anomaly produced by Alaph is the remitting of its
vowel to the preceding vowelless lctter. Hence “1. for

“].l fem. AS'.. 2 m. AS'.. pl. m. 051. fut. “1-.) inf.
‘]‘SO Ethpe. “u\.] Aph. “h] Pael is, of course,
regular, e. g. “1’ (Sha-yel).

"y

Nore.—(1.) In Pael Alaph is often changed into Yud, e.g. .~ , !

from ‘DL& to be good.
n
(2.) Alaph is sometimes placed before the first radical, as, for

--i'—"f-i are found the forms mi;i and g|n|Z]-

k] nh

20. VERBS Q8. e.g. 5000 /0 arise.

On account of the feebleness of Vau, it is either quiescent
in 6, wholly rejected, or changed into another letter.

1. Vau is quiescent in *, and wunchangeable in Peal perfoct
506.0...1, soa0l, ctc. (the preformative not requiring a
vowel), and imp. 000, wl0a0, ete.

2. Vauis rejcctod after the vowel ° (amwering to , in DY)
in Peal perf %0, ﬁ&ﬂo Moo, A&D.D Qa0 ; and in the
inf. SQAL0.

8. In those forms where, analogous to the reg. verb, the
second radical is to have ,. Vau is changed (a) into 1, viz.
in the part. act. of Peal, Llo; (b) into «a , viz. in the

¢
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Ethpe. perf. saaoll), fut. Saaolhs; Aph. SQ.nDT. fut
¥ x n z ™ x

4, I()nly apparent deviations from No. 3 are those instances

where the characteristic of the form or the conjugation pre-

vails, so that @ cannot take the place of ,; viz. in the inf.
x * 4 LY I 4

of Ethpe. and Aph. atollto, alaato; and in Pael and

its passive (the forma dagessanda of the Hebrew) where the

r

second radical must be audible : hence SQ.:.D", fem. ASI:.-.D,
Mnlé etc.
. The part. pass. of Peal is >Qa0, analogous to\\.n.@.o

. Remarkable are the forms of Ethpeel in which Tau of

the syllable L] is doubled, comp. the examples given undcr
Nos. 3 and 4. Exceptionsare the five forms of the Imperf.

which have 2 for their preformative, e. g. 3 f. sing. ..AQ.A.DZZ,

comp. sect. 13, 2.
7. The conj. Ethtaph. Shaph. and Eshtaph. are wanting in
this class of verbs. For the first Ethpcel is used; for the

last, the unfrequent conj. Palpel and its passive, as 50.50)
SO,SO)Z] from SOO)

Nore.—There are some verbs in which Vau 13 moveable, e. g.

wawp he desired.

21. VERBS ai. e.g. Aato he died.

This is but a small class of verbs, distinguished by Yud as
the second radical ; and is preserved in some forms of the

Peal perf. Aalo, ZZ\.;SO, LAa%o, pl. oAato, ete. Imperf.
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however, which might be expected to be AalQ3, like Qa0
from 0200, follows the analogy of 2040, and is. Jasas ;
but imp. A:L’D

22. VERBS WA. . g. ]iQ he plundered.

1. The characteristic of these verbs is that the second and
third radicals are the same. The first of these, namely, the
second radical, is rejected throughout the forms of Zeal
(except in the participles), Aph. and its passive, and Shaph.
and its passive. The vowels, however, employed here arc
the same as in the regular verb. The only change effected
is this, that the vowel of the absent second radical is remitted

to the first, whenever this has no vowel. Hence Peal perf
12 (for na) Z]:: (fm Zna) Zm w1, 219 plur. 012,
ete., fut. 10.9.1 (for 101:;.‘) imp. 109 inf. m&: Aph 1::]

n P’

(forllﬂ]) inf. O}Q%0, pass. imp. l.'_‘all] Shaph. 19.. etc.

2. Peal part. act. is ﬂs, exactly like that of as.

8. All the rest, viz. Peal part. pass., Ethpe., Pael and its
passive, are regular.

NoTk.—There are also verbs of fut. and imp. with the charac-

v
istic ¥ fi in thi 8s; €. g . 4 he Il desire, f
teristic ¥ found in this class; ec. g e e shall desire, from
L] ¥
Y - An example of Palpel is y_~ pilfered, passive
s e
y ¥ >
EaitaVd|



XXiv VERBS f]

23. VERBS {l. e. g.u\\ke revealed.

The feebleness of Alaph as the third radical is the cause of
a great variety of anomalies in the conjugation of this class,
and a paradigm of, at least, Peal is almost indispensable.

PERFECT. IMPERF. IMPERATIVE.
Bingular. Bing.
P - » 9
m.
3 m. u\ u“-' \\
1./ ax

N
b
-

=

3 f.‘ AS* uu\

. o
1 com. A-IS\ N 3 f. {"':S\

Plural.
INFINITIVE.

3 m. \OL\Y! &

3f. ..L\\ eﬁ.l ]j\:'o
2 m. \om\ \QL‘Z : mn-rxcm:.::.
9f - A\ (‘\{ Act. n\
1 com. C"'k“ % Pass. : n\

1. Perfect. .—The characteristic ], quiescent in °, is re-

tained only in the leading form, or the root; but is rejected

(4
in the sing. 3 fem., which stands for ZR In the other
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forms, Alaph is changed either into w *, namely, in the sing.
1 com. where the characteristic vowel is * in the reg. verb;
or into diphthong a 7, ai, where 7 is the characteristic vowel.
In the plural 3 m., Yud seems to have given place to the
diphthong 0 au.

In the derived conjugations, which have ™ for their charac-
teristic in the last syllable, Alaph is regularly changed into
w*; but so that this is extended even to the passives in
which elsewhere * is the distinguishing vowel. Yud is,

however, movable in the sing. 3 fem. from the nature of its

posmon before the union vowel. Hence Ethpe. A\Z] but

fem. A.n.&\\n 2 m. A%Z] pl. m. QNZ] fem. .-L\\['
2 m. ‘Om\n etc. Pael 3 m. -IA\; Ethpa. .-A.\\Z],

Aph. .-.k\\ etc.

2. Imper/.— Imperf. of Peal as given above is s sufficient
pattern for those of the derived conjugntions, the termina-
tions being the same, viz. that the second radical takes , even

in the passive conjugations. Compare No. 1.

3. Infinitive.—In the infinitives of the derived conjugations
Alaph is changed into movable Yud, and they present no

other anomaly: e.g. Ethpe. QAL\M Pael QAS%O ete.

Compare the regular verb.

4. Imperative.—The imp. of the derived conjugations arc
formed precisely according to the model of the imp. Peal,
with this exception, that the 2 m. sing. ..Swis imitated only
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in the Ethpeel, viz. A\\Z], but the rest terminate here in

4 pPyY

py
]; as Pa. K, Ethpa. Z], etc.

5. Participles.—The participles, both in the active and pas-

sive and the derived conjugation, terminate in ], viz. Ethpe.
"y

U\ASD, Pa. ]l@o etc. The three passive participles of the

active conjugations (compare reg. verb) end in w7, viz. Pael

..Seo, Aph. ..S\YSB, and Shaph. ‘SKLSD

NoTg.—In some verbs the perfect of Peal changes Alaph into
Yud, in the manner of the derived conjugations :—

Singular, . Plural.

d

3 m. e o...Sm
3 f. A...\,gm t'.'..“m @
2 m. By \SA...Sm
2 f. ..A...wm @ea.gm
g g

Nork.—Though we have sometimes used the term Future, it is
better, as in Hebrew, to speak of the Perfect and Imperfect.

24. VERBS WITH SUFFIXES.

1. The following paradigm exhibits the forms of the conj-
Peal as they appear in connection with the suffixes.
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PERFECT. IMPERF. IMPERATIVE.
Singular.

3 m. 1 W 1 MQ; (“5)
3 £. : ’rm : Moz e Sing.
2m. Ao T 7 | 2m 1a\4po

te. 1A\po aniNS) . z"kaéo

3m.  2a\)o s @dhas Plar,

3t 3alo (Wo) 2 Spas om. 2a\{ao

A3 \GAS:QD ' @bel 2f ®aaNajo
em (&Aol

le. %bO 1\4a1 (Vo)

Just as the forms of the verh terminate cither with a
consonant or a vowel, so the verbal suffixes (scct. 12) begin
either with or without a vowel. The suffixes beginning with
a vowel are attached to the forms of the verb ending with a

consonant ; suffixes beginning with a consonant to the forms
ending with a vowel.

The verbal suffixes alluded to above are marked 1, 2, 3.
No. 1 are attached to the verbal forms ending with any con-
sonant except Nun. No. 2 are those to be connceted with
the verbal forms terminating in a vowel. In those persons
where No. 2 is wanting, they arc like No. 1. No. 3 are
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attached to 2 pers. masc. and 3 pers. fem. Perfect, and the
forms ending with Nun. Where No. 3 is Wantmg, they are
like No. 1.

The verbal forms being likewise numbered, a paradigin of
a verb with suffixes may easily be drawn up: e.g. Perf. 3 m.

¥ y

sing. attached to the suff. No. 1 would give the forms ...Agn

4 v y
he slew me, ,.Lé.o he slew thee, masc., ..aké.o he slew thee,

fem., etc.
The following observations however are to be attended to:
1. The forms of the Imperf. ending with the third radical
retain their original form before the suff. \an and a2 ; e.g.
G:I.&O.QDJ he will slay you, etc. They take the suff, No. 1.
but so, that for suff. third person they take No. 1a; e.g.

..olo..kgm O'I.-LQDJ he will slay lom, her ; but éé.cu

he wrll slay us.
2. The imp. 2 m. takes the suff. 1 @; but so, that for the

suff. 3 f. sing. it takes Ola , e. g. O'I.n_\a.g.o slay her; and for
the suff. 3 m. sing. it takes No. 3, c. ;; ..nOhSa.Q.Q slay lam.

3 The form of the imp. pl. 2 m. given here, is used also

mt.h verbs which have 7 in the sing.; e. g. ..nO'IO,SDO] tell 1t,
Matt. x. 27.
4. The imp. pl. 2 f. seldom drops Nun before the suffixes.
5. The derived conjugations follow the analogy of Peal.
This is the case also in the irregular verb, with the exception

of the verbs u

6. The participles of all the conjugations and the inf. Peal
follow the analogy of nouns according to their various termi-
nations. The infinitives of the derived conjugations, all of
which end with 5, take Z before the suffixes.

rd
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I1. The verbs u are much more complicated. The follow-
ing remarks, however, will be sufficient guide for the student
so as to enable him to form his own paradigm.

4
1. The forms of this verb ending in | reject Alaph and
connect ° with the suffix No. 2, except that wOla is uscd

as the suff. 3 m. sing. Such forms are, Peal perf. 3 m. sing.

and Pa. and Aph. imp. 2 m. sing. 7 / ‘ l
. p lm.p m .smg e. 1., u.A.\\ e uncovere
him, Pa. imp.

me, aGC
2. In forms ending in wa _, (@) the vowel _ is dropped, and
Yud, which becomes movable, connects itself with the suff.

No. 1, in Pael and Aph pe‘rf 3 m. sing. (seldom in Peal).
except before the suff. \Q_') ﬂ: e.g. Pael u.L-l\ Aph.

u.'.ak\] but \Q:Lnl\\ c. (&) w, remains and is attached

to the suff. No. 2, in Peal imp. 2 m. sing., and in the forms

mentioned under (@) before the suff. \&::, —2: e.g. u.l..k\\

uncover me.
3. Of all the Perfects, the 3 fem., 1 com., and 2 m. sing.

remain unchanged ; the two first are Lttd.bllbd to sufl. No. 1,
F o [

the last with those of No. 3. she me, M
I- thee ; but a.lAa\ t/wu — me. '

4. Forms ending with Vau change O into o" — , and Qa

into Q...a, and take the suff. No. 2. Such are, 3 m. pl. of dl]

the Perfects, and 2 mase. plur. of all the imperatives: e.g.

L Y4

a010 is either 3 pl. perf. or 2 pl. imp of Peal (compare

Mat. ii. 10 and Heb. iii. 1); QJQA irom QA\\ >a. perf.
I"orms, however, like uJOOL\\ from OL\\M rf. and imp. are

the more common.
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5. Forms in ],‘ change this tcrmination in «a ,, and take

the sufl. No. 2. They are, 3 m., 2 m. and f., 1 com. sing. of

all the futures: e. g. Peal .LL..L\X.; he shall uncover me.

Al o - a - p ’
6. The fem. forms of the imp. change «a into - or ..n] >

which becomes attached to suff. No. 2; e. g. Peal uh\\ with

suff. \.n.I.AL\or ..a..l..an\ The pl. (.n.n" remains everywhere

unchangeable (though sometimes defective, compare Luke

xxiii. 30), and takes the suff. No. 3, except in Peal, where it

[ - p o s p P
18 changed into «a | as ..n.l.n.k\\uncover me, uO’LnL\\

him, etc.
7. In the inf. of Peal ]' is changed into «a, but before
the suff. \O_") C.-3 Alaph is rejected, but ? remains: e.g.

.u.'.L\\s? ,.A\so ..a...&@o ete. ; but\o.'ub\bo

Nore.—Complete paradigms of the weak verbs and of verbs with
suffixes will be found in Roediger’s Chrestomathia Syriaca, in Duval’s
Traité de Grammaire Syriaque, and in Noldeke’s Compendious Syriac
Grammar (English translation, 1904). These are large and rather
expensive works. The most important of the derived conjugations of
the Regular Verb will be found on pp. xxxvii.—xl. of the present work.
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25. NUMERALS.

Numerals are either cardinal or ordinal.

1. The numerals from 1 to 10 are—

CARDINAT. ORDINAL
Masculine.  Teminine. Masculine. Feminine.
14 P [ v o [ ¥
o .',..u one. L.SD,.Q ]A.n.SO,.D Sirst.
: o P p.y (] o .F'
e;l* .\_.bl two. ].I.a) ]m.:l second.
» k. 1

]& ASZ three. | ]:Apaéz ]Z\.nip\a.kl third.

kodl Wbl ow | Wos Mhatass poonn
latas,  alas five. L.-Aa.. ]L-.-.So» JSifth.
st PF s LL;\. ]a..m. sixth.
Kas \15.; seven. ].:.Lax.. ]’A..ﬁ..a. seventl.
Lol 1ol eight biatol  Aaratol cighth.
Kol Wl wine | Klaol Thulial wini
]7,:).*.: 00N /en. ]..::...:g:.; ]2\..:...::0:. tenth.

2. The numerals from 10 to 20 are compoundecd of the
v \4
simple numbers and {£QN; e.g., m. e ],m_*.:.n 1L

epr = F

ord. m. ].....m,.n f. ]A..,...m;,.n eleventh; card. m. ,mml

f],.m.SZ)Z 12; ,.anAkl f],_CDLAkZ 13; ,_M)] or

. % Constr. m. u;L, f. \_,z_;L. + Or, ]&,‘.



XXXil NUMERALS.

,m.;t\si], f. ],.m.‘.AQ)] 14 ; the masc. forms of the numbers

» v 4 A4 4 b 4 ¥ ¥ b4 Yo
15,16,17,18, 19 arc ;0sa0s. j0\Ae, ;0\0e. ;081407
,.C;JL;Z from which the feminine forms and the ordinals of
both genders are derived, according to the analogy given

b4 ¥ y
above ; but the following forms are also in use: &

v TO ¥ F 0 ¥ ¥ (4] o vy
as/lAe, joosAne, ;osMitol, coasdel.
3. The numbers from 20 to 90 are—

-] ¥ v
o0 20, 2N 30, asn3] 40, camtau 50, calkse 60,

(.ALQ; 70, ‘.n.I.Lol 80, T._ul 90, and arc of the common
gender ;

e

The ordinals are derived from these by adding 1.: for the
g @ [ e »
masc, and ]A.n for the fem.; as m. L.J..;ms., f. ]A..:..;ms,

twentiet/:.

. The remaming nurerals are—

110 100, al]to (dual) 200,% 1J0ANZ 300, cte. ; adding,
as in the last form, the simple fem. form before nfb Thou-

sand is oxplcssed by &k\ fem. ]ﬂk\ pl. cﬁk\ ‘2&\

10,000 by o:», pl. \

5. Onm lwice, cte.. are o\fnmsed by TD1 as (41 .',,...u
va.‘IQ] \_.bl but sometimes also without it.

6. Multiples are expressed by ,..u bcfore the numecral with

]&QID P ser enfold, e)z e double.
7 The numeral repeated is used distributively, as ,.... ,.L
each ; \_.sl (..)l tico and two, ete.

* The pl i Lobc signifies centuries.
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26. ADVERBS.
The characteristic termination of the Adverb is A.a]—o- added
to the emphatic form of the adjective; e. g. A.a].:;); purely,

from ].:35, emph. of bg pure.

But most adverbs are without this termination. They are

chiefly—

1. Adverbs of comparison and degree.

[

7l—l] ].I:I_n" how ? -9' also, ]_1401 so, thus, .D_é very,
?0.».5, 30.»59 only, \0.&550 especially, more,

2. Adverbs of time.
0 14 1 4 ’ p v
‘,.nﬂ] together, uASD] when ? “&DZ] yesterday, ]Z,».'_') n
Y0 % 0 4 [ [ v
the end, v’)iﬂﬁ afterwards, cn,..nt.'!'l then, 1.01 now, 11&00.;

to-day, ,QQ already, SOr.QOA before, ],.uSD at once, vmme-
diately, ,.néo to-morrow, SOOASD at any time, h,.b u not

yet, uA&O‘] ]50-,& how long ¢ 1.015 LD,.‘; until now.
3. Adverbs of pluce.

h.n] where ¢ ]_") kere, ]250 hence, hnu ]SO,A whither !
..mkho,:. hitherto, KOL there.

4. Adverbs of interrogation.
E’Q& 630 or 00.50 why ? wherefore ¥
A\ \ J
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5. Adverbs of negation, and varwus others.

L ¥ - (4 14 r

u, a\ not, "O'I u not ¢ (.-.&D] truly, 502 really, 10..],
(.(‘SFD n vamn, 0155\\5, ;&B\\‘S entirely.

27. PREPOSITIONS.

The Prepositions are either prefixes, as <@ n, AN (the
only ones of this kind), or they are separate words. The

latter are —

Z& to, with, éo Jfrom, “ upon, against, on account of,

™

: Q. e [N g oy

. with, 50, 0% ISD?O.D before, wlaDd or Mao between,
P 4 v v Py % & .
'AQ*% ‘J? without, 51.\.(!:9, Ao qfter, Ago?, -QS o fO?‘,

4 Yo 4 ™
instead of, 3 e OT Pl. @I s about, round about, A\C-WoT AN

LS

LS
against, opposite, M&Q* because of, laa near, g] g 5"-"
. oy N u
against, by, near, 20l or Dasel® under. These are most

commonly in use. Observe —

1. The prefix prepositions take 7 before a vowelless conso-
nant; e. g. ].:50.-5 in heaven ; except before TA.. sz, ,:al\.
sizty, with pref. TA.D, etc.

2. Before | and w, which cannot begin a syllable without

a vowel, the vowel is remitted to the preposition. Compare

gection 4, No. 4.

8. The prepositions take the nominal suffix of section 12,

¥y P 4 P
e g. wlo after me, ()AQ after us, comp. sect. 11, 2, and 13, 3.
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The prefix prepositions follow the same analogy, only that

they must take the vowel = before the suff. of the 1 c. sing. :

e. g. a.k to me.

4. Those marked with an asterisk take suffixes of the pl.:

G LS

e. g- ..n.éD,-D before me, PLL upon thee ; but M& takes
before suffixes always the fem. form N&O

5. The form \\aoa\ is used only before the suffixes w,

o_'> o2 \om and a0l : before the rest \oaal i
u%ed e. g ‘.LQO.CIS aganst us.

28. CONJUNCTIONS.

They are—

Oi or, ,...ni Zé..')i, IATQJ]’ as, ﬁ] but, ‘] ]j.' of not, unless,
0&\ tf, u 0&\ g/' not, d i, (IO .Q] also, \Q.\\,Q therefore,

50,9 but, yet, ,.n.\ Jor, 3 as, because, {.n but, ‘]) that not, lest,

502 in order that, MO‘I therefore, © and, ,:) when, .Qé ,D
¥ v
although, w2 therefore, s\ namely or truly, ? 1_'\:3 when,
4 ~ 4 4
20, Vo therefore, 3 ALV ?M, ’ N\, because

o v 2 4
that, u,& before, » 80,8 unti.
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29. INTERJECTIONS.

They are—

[ 4 ™ [4 a y 5
ol. \o] 0! 101 behold, «2008], a@\ O that! O

woe! QADD ] pray.

30. INTERPUNCTION.

1. At the end of a period one point is found in some im-
pressions, in others four, < or z.

2. At the end of a clause two points, thus 4.

3. Between small members of a clause two points, thus .
or 3.

4. After an interrogation two or three points are placed,

thus ¢ or .°.



3 m. sing.
3 fem.

2 masc.

2 fem.

1 com.

3 m. pl

3 fem.

2 masc.

2 fem.

1 com.

REGULAR VERB.

REGULAR VERB.
Derived Conjugations.

ETHPEEL.

AXXVil

Perfect.

Wel)
KSga2)
1pel)
wthol]
03402]
SN
aNpol)
$1Spo]
i3bal)
ol

2 masc.
2 fem.
2 m. plL
2 fem.

Imperative.
\gdl]
A&
oy
el

o
oty
ol
\poll

ol
Wol]

@bota
ol

\axboll

boll
WA oAs

-

Infinitive.
aNholto

-

|’lll'tit'i;|l(‘..
Act. m. ‘QQQ::A&D

v

fem. Lholto

0 »

Pass. m.

fem. —

a
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3 m. sing.
3 fem.

2 masc,

2 fem.

1 com,

3 m. pL
3 fem.

2 mase.

2 fen.

1 com.

2 masc.
2 fom.
S |1l.

2 fem.

REGULAR VERB.

PARL.

Perfect.

o (@)

Sgas
\W¥Y;
\V¥Y;
wbol
Vel
@
@Se!
VY,
\4s

™

Act. m
fem.

Pass. m
fem.

Infinitive,

e

)

Participle.
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ETHY AAL.

Perfeot. Imperfect.
3 sing. \\,‘5921 ok
3 fem. ANol) \boll
o 1000 ol
2 fem. WAVYYA ~aNoll
teom. 840l \Lol)
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